
Norwood Planning Board 566 Washington Street Norwood, MA 02062 
781-762-1240 ext. 164 781-278-3033 (fax) phalkitois@norwood.ma.gov 

 
1 

 

                                                  

NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING  

December 18, 2017 

PRESENT: 
Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 

Joseph F. Sheehan  

Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

Al Porro Jr. 

Also Present: Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

                      Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 
Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski in 

Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall located on 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Amendments were made to the Minutes of December 4, 2017.  On Page 2 it states, 

“Engineering James Hilliard Esq.” It was suggested that this phrase be removed due to Mr. 

Hillard’s absence at the meeting on December 4, 2017. 

 

On Page 4, there was a typo which should be corrected to state “Gulf.” 

 

On Page 4, it was recommended that the line that states, “Motion to close public hearing” be 

removed from the Minutes.   

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the minutes of December 4, 2017 with 

amendments, seconded by Mr. Sheehan.   

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 
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APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED PLAN- 1412-1420 Boston Providence Highway, 

Wendy’s & BJs Gas Station- David Hern Esq. 

 

Mr. Hern stated that as a condition of Site Plan Approval and the Special Permit, the Planning 

Board recommended that the property be divided into two separate lots and an Approval Not 

Required Plan be filed and approved before construction of the property takes place.  Mr. 

Hern stated that the plan conforms with the Zoning Bylaw and as a result should be signed by 

the Planning Board.   

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and sign the Approval Not Required Plan 

for 1412 Boston Providence Highway, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

  

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

PUBLIC HEARING- Special Permit, Landscape and Buffer strip Zoning Bylaw 

6.1.4.4 940-958 Boston Providence Highway- Matthew Smith, PE PLS. Norwood 

Engineering, James Hilliard Esq.  

 

Mrs. Holmwood read the associated Public Hearing notice. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that this project has triggered three permits, Site Plan Approval and 

Special Permit for a drive thru window.  The third permit is needed because, according to 

Zoning Bylaw Section 6.1.4 establishments along Route 1 require a 20ft landscaped 

buffer strip.  Mr. Halkiotis stated that a 10ft. buffer strip could be used if the number of 

landscape plantings were doubled.  There is a section of the buffer strip in the applicant’s 

proposal that does not meet the 10Ft. buffer strip, causing the applicants to seek a Special 

Permit. 

 

Mr. Smith gave a brief explanation of the proposed landscaped buffer strip and an 

explanation for its decreased size. The property for years had been improperly designed 

with parking spots located in the right-of-way facing Route 1 in front of the Honey Baked 

Ham store. The new design would eliminate these spaces and add the much needed 

element of a landscaped buffer strip. However, in order to save the parking spaces that 

faced Honey Baked Ham a specific amount of space was needed to maintain a safe 

turning radius. It was because of this reason why the buffer strip in front of Honey Baked 

Ham needed to be decreased in size in order to accommodate the turning radius and 

provide an isle to back up. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked why the dimensions of the greenery near Honey Baked Ham 9.5ft and 

8ft. Mr. Sheehan asked if there was greenery in the Right of Away. Mr. Smith is 

proposing thirty-six low growth shrubs.   

 

Mrs. Holmwood asked if parking spaces could be removed in order for more greenery to 

be planted.  Mr. Smith stated that it is not feasible from a business standpoint.  Mr. Smith 

stated that in front of the façade of Honey Baked Ham, more plantings could be placed.  

On the jersey barriers, Mr. Smith is proposing hanging planters.  The use of planters 



   

3 
 

would allow them to be brought inside during the winter time. Mr. Halkiotis stated that 

the number of planters could be a condition in the landscape plan.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the wetlands are considered part of the landscaped area 

percentage.  Mr. Smith stated the wetlands are conservation land.   

 

Comments. Mr. George Saba the proprietor of the abutting Gulf Gas Station at 960 

Boston Providence Highway addressed his concerns with the properties setbacks. The 

issue was regarding the definition of the “Side” and “Rear” setback location. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis further explained how the Town defines these setbacks especially 

considering the unique layout of the proposed buildings and shape of the lot. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to close the public hearing on the Special Permit for the 

relief of the landscaped buffer width, Seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the Special Permit buffer width, with 

conditions, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

SITE PLAN APPROVAL & SPECIAL PERMIT, Drive Thru Window - 940-958 

Boston Providence Highway- Matthew Smith, PE PLS. Norwood Engineering, 

James Hilliard Esq.  

 

Mr. Smith stated that the applicant has addressed all comments from Town Departments. 

Mrs. Holmwood asked if the curbing would be granite.  Mr. Smith stated that it would be. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the exit on to Dean Street is wide enough for two traffic lanes.   

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro for Site Plan Approval with conditions, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

The Chairman asked if there was a motion to approve the Drive-Thru Special Permit. 

There was no motion made to approve the Drive-Thru window 

 

Mr. Hilliard requested to withdraw, without prejudice, the Special Permit for a Drive-

Thru 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to accept the request to withdraw the Drive- Thru 

Special Permit request without prejudice, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 
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SPECIAL PERMIT EXTENSION- Carnegie Row- Auto Storage- David Spiegel 

 

Mr. Hilliard stated that Mr. Spiegel is requesting to maintain the property’s current use as 

open lot vehicle storage.   

 

On December 5, 2017, Mr. Hilliard submitted a request for Special Permit extension to 

Mr. Halkiotis.  On behalf of Mr. Hilliard’s client, Mr. Spiegel, Mr. Hilliard is requesting 

a two year extension on the Special Permit issued by the Planning Board on November 9, 

2015, pursuant to MGLA C.40 A S.9 and Section 10.4.6 of the Norwood Zoning Bylaw 

to allow the storage of motor vehicles.  

 

Mr. Sheehan asked if anything that has been outstanding has been taken care of.  Mr. 

Paciorkowski stated that the trees have been planted as well as a fence put up.  

 

Mr. Porro stated that he has a problem extending the vehicle storage for two more years.  

Mr. Hilliard stated that Mr. Spiegel would rather build a building on the property 

however, the need was not there, but at the moment the owner of the property’s wants to 

continue as is.   

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the Planning Board could vote to grant a one-year extension in 

order to give the applicant time to move the cars and find a more suitable use for the land.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to extend the Special Permit for one year, seconded by 

Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed.  

 

SIGNING OF APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED PLAN & FINAL SITE PLAN- 1412-

1420 Boston Providence Highway, Wendy’s & BJs Gas Station- David Hern Esq. 

 

The members of the Planning Board signed the Approval Not Required Plan and the official 

final Site Plan. Dated 12/18/17, Prepared by Precision Land Surveying, Inc and Bohler 

Engineering, respectfully. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mrs. Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: January 8, 2017 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  


